Statement by World Religious Leaders
on the occasion of the

Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family

On December 6, 2004, the United Nations General Assembly will observe the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family, proclaimed to raise awareness and promote

policies that improve the well-being of the family.

As religious and traditional leaders from across the globe, we celebrate and support the
family in its various forms. In recognition of the International Year of the Family, we call on the

world’s leaders to support the human rights of all members of the human family.

We recall the 2003 Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on preparations for and
observance of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family. We recognize and
affirm that relevant UN human rights instruments as well as global plans and programs of action
call for the widest possible protection and assistance for families. We embrace the notion that in
different cultural, political and social systems, there exist families of various structures and
appearances. We assert that equality between women and men and respect for the human rights

of all is essential to the well-being of the family and of society at large.

As we address the importance of the family in the world, we celebrate the important and
fundamental functions of families in societies: Families care for children, the elderly and the
sick. Families can provide security and stability. At their best, families can provide a safe place
for just, intimate, healthy and holy relationships and a space to experience the blessing of mutual
assistance. Families make and keep promises, and families nurture core values of charity and
forgiveness. Families are fundamental to the creation of communities, where members care for
and support one another. Families, be they nuclear or extended, headed by mothers and fathers,
same-sex couples or single-parents, consisting of couples without children or those overflowing
with children, contribute qualities of enormous value to the communities they live in. All
families, both orthodox and heterodox, must be protected and supported by governments, non-

governmental organizations and traditional and religious leaders.
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As our understanding of family and the human person has evolved over time, it has been
enhanced by modern human rights theory which recognizes individual human rights for all
persons, particularly women and children. We recognize individual civil and legal rights as a
fundamental staple in the promotion of healthy families. The recognition of individual rights has
contributed to respect for each member of the family regardless of gender or age and enabled
families to structure themselves in creative and dynamic ways that meet their own unique
circumstances and needs. These liberties have helped serve the needs and enhance the well-being
of children and adolescents, the elderly, the unemployed, the disabled, the sick and infirm,

unmarried persons at all stages of life, and individuals and couples who do not have children.

Some members of our diverse religious family consider only one family structure as
mandated by God. In this family, men are in charge and women and children subject to his
commands. Many of those who embrace this model do so in ways that are loving and respectful
for all family members. However, neither that structure, nor any other, guarantees justice within
the family. During this tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, we want to
recognize and celebrate that this is not the only valid or moral structure and composition of

family—nor should it be promoted as such.

As we enter this tenth anniversary, we also recall that many influential leaders of the
world’s religions lived in different family structures than those advocated by many contemporary
religious leaders: Abraham had a concubine; Prince Siddhartha (who became the Buddha) left
his family to follow his spiritual path; Jesus chose not to marry; Lao-tzu, the founder of Taoism,
had no children; and Muhammad had more than one wife. Many families today reflect more
closely the families of these heroic religious leaders than the male-led model of family that is
more rooted in a late-Victorian, Anglo-Saxon vision than any religious tradition. As people of
faith and compassion, we are called not to inflate or degrade the notion and importance of
family, but to embrace the diversity and complexity of our most intimate relationships with

mercy, gratitude and justice.

We applaud social movements that assist families such as liberation theologies, human
rights, communitarian, feminist and social justice. We thank those whose efforts have
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contributed to changing society’s attitudes for the betterment of the family, as well as for the
enhancement of the roles of women, men and children, by advancing equal rights for women and
promoting rights for children and adolescents. In moving beyond a model in which men operate
in the public sphere and women in the family, we have freed both men and women to be
themselves. The work of such movements towards the elimination of discrimination and violence
against women and the promotion of equitable laws that permit women as well as men to take
parental leave, has strengthened the family. We value the contribution of such movements that
uphold the role of men as peaceful, nurturing partners with an equal responsibility for sharing in

the work of child rearing and the instilling of children’s values.

As we celebrate the diversity of families and their fundamental functions, we also remain
concerned about the lack of protection and support for today’s families and their members.
Extended family members, friends, communities and religious and traditional leaders are all
potential sources of moral guidance for children and adolescents. Particularly where parental
authority is absent or abusive, our networks of support, aided by governments and civil society,
must ensure that children and adolescents receive guidance and care as they too deserve a

“family” structure in which to develop as healthy, informed, and ethical persons.

Therefore,

e We call on governments to develop policies and laws that better support the
family, taking into account the plurality of forms and the growing number of
single-parent households;

e we call for debt relief for impoverished countries so that economic and social
development can be sustained and families can receive support from
governments;

o we call for the end of wars of aggression and environmental degradation because
they harm families;

o we call for the elimination of all forms of violence against women and men and
girls and boys, child marriages and female genital mutilation;

e we call for gender equality for women and girls and for access to a wide range of

reproductive and sexual health information and services for all;
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e we call on our fellow religious leaders of all faiths and persuasions to recognize

and offer moral support for families in their diversity of composition, structure

and roles.

In conclusion we advocate the universal and continued recognition, affirmation and

protection of the basic human rights of all members of the family in their individual and

collective identities, we applaud the efforts of caring adults to create diverse family structures

that serve to honor and protect especially vulnerable children, we affirm equal rights for women,

men, young persons and children, as essential for peace and human rights, democracy,

sustainable economic development and overall human progress.

Signatures:

Organizations listed for identification purposes only.

Rev. Rose Teteki Abbey
Presbyterian Church of Ghana
Ghana

Prof. Denise Ackermann, D.Th.

Anglican Church

Faculty of Theology, University of Stellenbosch
South Africa

Rev. Gloria H. Albrecht, Ph.D.
Presbyterian Church USA
Professor of Religious Studies
USA

Paloma Alfonso Aguirre

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Catotlicas por el Derecho a Decidir
Spain

Marta Alicia Alanis

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Catdlicas por el Derecho a Decidir
Cordoba

Argentina

Maria Josefa Amell

Roman Catholic

President, Col.lectiu Dones en I'Esglesia
Spain

Ursula Angst-Vonwiller

Protestant

President, Swiss Federation of Protestant Women
Switzerland

Zainah Anwar

Muslim

Executive Director, Sisters in Islam
Malaysia

Pbro. Dr. Sergio S. Arce Martinez

Reformed Presbyterian

President, Christian Movement for Peace in Latin
America and the Caribbean

Cuba

Prof. Dr. Pedro L. Arias
Roman Catholic
Universidad del Pais VVasco
Spain

Xabier Askasibar Renobales

Roman Catholic

President, Comunidades Cristianas Fe y Justicia
Spain

Asociacion Mujer y Comunidad
Ecumenical

San Francisco Libre

Nicaragua
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Loli Asua Batarrita

Roman Catholic

Professor, Universidad del Pais Vasco

Member, Arnasatu and Comunidades Cristianas de
Fe y Justicia

Spain

Marsha Atkind

Jewish

President, National Council of Jewish Women
USA

David Baret R.
Pastor, Iglesia Evangélica VValdense
Uruguay

Joy Barnes

Roman Catholic

Executive Director, Women’s Ordination Conference
USA

Dorothée Bauschke
Roman Catholic
Biblist

Belgium

Prof. Francois Becker

Roman Catholic

Doits et Liberté dans les Eglises

Réseau des Parvis

European Network Church on the Move
France

Geneviéve Beney
Catholic Deacon
France

Prof. Carmen Bernabé

Roman Catholic

Professor, Universidad de Deusto
Spain

Rev. M. Elaine Bessette

Roman Catholic

Pastor, Magdal-Eder Mission of the Contemporary
Catholic Church (Tacoma, WA)

USA

Rev. Dr. Nadean Bishop

American Baptist

Executive Director, Minnesota Religious Coalition
for Reproductive Choice

USA

Dallas A. Blanchard, Ph.D.
Minister, The United Methodist Church
USA

Rabbi Barry H. Block
Temple Beth-El (San Antonio, Texas)
USA

M. Antonia Bog6nez Aguado
Roman Catholic

Col-lectiu de Dones en I'Església
Barcelona - Catalonia - Spain

Francesc Bragulat
Roman Catholic

Som Església-Catalunya
Spain

Sheila Briggs, M.A.

Roman Catholic

Professor, University of Southern California
USA

F. Peter Brinkman

Associate Director

International Committee for the Peace Council
USA

Rev. Daniel Budd

Parish Minister

First Unitarian Church of Cleveland
USA

Rev. Cynthia S. Bumb

United Church of Christ

Pastor, Pilgrim Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ (St. Louis MO)

USA

José Luis Casanova
Methodist

Journalist and social worker
Uruguay

The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston, D.D.
President and Dean, Episcopal Divinity School
USA

Prof. Hyun Kyung Chung
Presbyterian Church of Korea
Union Theological Seminary
New York, NY, USA
Institute of Study of Life,
South Korea
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Rev. Fr. Juan Horacio Clark Martinez
Missionary priest, Enlace Ecuménico
Instituto Maria Rosa Mystica
Sacerdotes Carismaticos Misioneros
Argentina

Professor Tony Coady

Roman Catholic

Professorial Fellow in Applied Philosophy
Centre for Applied Philosophy and Public Ethics
University of Melbourne

Australia

Dina Cormick

Roman Catholic

Women’s Ordination South Africa — We Are Church
South Africa

Fr. Julian Cruzalta, O.P.

Roman Catholic

Executive Director, Comunidad Magdala
Mexico

Sharon Danner, M.Ed.

Roman Catholic

Board of Directors, Call to Action of Northern
Virginia

USA

Rev. Tom Davis

United Church of Christ

Chair, Clergy Advisory Board, Planned Parenthood
Federation of America

USA

William D. Dean

United Methodist

Emeritus Professor of Theology
Iliff School of Theology

USA

Verdénica Diaz Ramos

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Catdlicas por el Derecho a Decidir
Chile

Edd Doerr

Unitarian Universalist Humanist

Immediate past president, American Humanist
Association

USA

Rev. Elizabeth M. Downie

Episcopal

St. Christopher Episcopal Church (Grand Blanc, M)
USA

Rev. Marvin M. Ellison, Ph.D.
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Bangor Theological Seminary
USA

Dr. Farid Esack

Muslim

Besl Professor and Ethics, Religion and Society
Chair, Xavier University

South Africa, resident in USA

Susan A. Farrell, Ph.D.

Roman Catholic

Professor of Behavioral Sciences & Women’s
Studies, Kingsborough Community College
USA

Prof. Silvia Lucia Ferreira

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Women’s Health Study Group, Nursing
School, Universidade Federal da Bahia

Brazil

Angela Teixeira de Freitas
Roman Catholic

Director, Instituto Patricia Galvao
Brazil

Rosemary Ganley

Roman Catholic

Associate Editor, Catholic New Times
Canada

Cristina Gomez

Roman Catholic

Cat6licas por el Derecho a Decidir
Uruguay

Jeannine Gramick, SL

Roman Catholic

Executive Co-Director, National Coalition of
American Nuns

USA

Lina Grazier-Zerbarini

Associate Rabbi

Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale University
USA

Dr. Cristina Grela

Roman Catholic

Comisién Nacional de Segiumiento Mujeres por
Democracia, Equidad, y Cuidadania

Founding Coordinator, Catdlicas por el Derecho a
Decidir en Uruguay

Uruguay

Secretariat: c/o CFFC - 1436 U Street, NW, Suite 301 - Washington, D.C. 20009 - USA

Tel: +1 (202) 986-6093 - Fax: +1 (202) 332-7995



Rev. Roger D. Grow

Parish Minister, Congregational United Church of
Christ

USA

Dr. Christine Gudorf

Roman Catholic

Chair, Department of Religious Studies
Florida International University

USA

Elaine Guillemin, Ph.D.
Roman Catholic
University of Toronto
Canada

Prof. Paul H. Gundani, Ph.D.
Roman Catholic

Department of Church History
University of South Africa
Zimbabwe, resident in South Africa

Rev. Debra W. Haffner

Unitarian Universalist

Director, Religious Institute on Sexual Morality,
Justice, and Healing

USA

The Rev. Gary W. Harris, Interim Minister
American Baptist Churches USA

Judson Memorial Church

USA

Dr. Beverly W. Harrison

Presbyterian Church

Carolyn Williams Beard Professor Emerita of
Christian Ethics at Union Theological Seminary
USA

Elfriede Harth

European Representative

Catholics for a Free Choice Europe
France

Univ.-Prof. Gotthold Hasenhiittl, D.Th., Ph. D.
Roman Catholic Priest

Universitat des Saarlandes

Germany

The Rev. Dr. I. Carter Heyward

Episcopalian

Howard Chandler Robbins Professor of Theology
Episcopal Divinity School

USA

Mary E. Hobgood

Roman Catholic
Associate Professor
College of the Holy Cross
USA

Rev. Joseph C. Hough, Jr.

United Church of Christ, Congregational
President, Union Theological Seminary
USA

Rea Howarth

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Catholics Speak Out/Quixote Center
USA

Phyllis Hubbell

Unitarian Universalist Church

Co-Minister, First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
USA

Mary E. Hunt, Ph.D.

Roman Catholic

Co-director, WATER (Women’s Alliance for
Theology, Ethics and Ritual)

USA

Pinar llkkaracan

Muslim

Founding Director, Women for Women’s Human
Rights (WWHR) - NEW WAYS

Turkey

June Jacobs

Jewish

Immediate Past President, International Council of
Jewish Women

UK

Rabbi Steven Jacobs
Temple Kol Tikvah
USA

Rev. Connie Jones

Associate Rector, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of
Anchorage

USA

Catherine Keller

United Methodist

Professor of Theology

Drew University, The Theological School
USA
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Ouyporn Khuankaew,

Buddhist

International Women’s Partnership for Peace and
Justice (IWP)

Thailand

Frances Kissling

President

Catholics for a Free Choice
USA

Rabbi Peter S. Knobel

Jewish

Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
USA

Edith Kuropatwa-Fevre
Roman Catholic
"Pavés" Bruxelles
Belgium

Paul A. Lacey

Society of Friends (Quaker)

Chair National Board of Directors, American Friends
Service Committee

USA

Teresa Lanza M.

Director, Catolicas por el Derecho a Decidir en
Bolivia

Bolivia

Irma Levesque

Roman Catholic

Director of Development, Union Theological
Seminary

USA

Rabbi Amy Levin
Jewish

Temple Torat Yisrael
USA

Shelley Lindauer

Jewish

Executive Director, Women of Reform Judaism
USA

David R. Loy, Ph.D.
Buddhist

Professor, Bunkyo University
Japan

Carola La Rosa de Luque
Roman Catholic

General Director, APROPO
Per(

Daniel C. Maguire, Ph.D.
Professor of Moral Theology
Marquette University

USA

Sr. Mary John Mananzan, OSB
Roman Catholic

Institute of Women’s Studies
Philippines

Joanna Manning
Roman Catholic
Author and educator
Canada

John Parker Manwell

Unitarian Universalist Church

Co-Minister, First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
USA

Anna Marsiana

Presbyterian Church

Director, Church Based NGO Social Welfare
Guidance Foundation (SWGF/YBKS)

Program Director of Ecumencal Feminist Movement
Serikat KPS

Indonesia

Rev. James Martin-Schramm, Ph.D.
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Associate Professor of Religion, Luther College
USA

Cedric Mayson

Methodist Church

African National Congress Commission for Religious
Affairs

South Africa

Sandra Mazo

Roman Catholic

Coordinator, Cato6licas por el Derecho a Decidir
Colombia

Sr. Marie-Bernadette Mbuy Beya

Roman Catholic

Member, Circle of Concerned African Women
Theologians

Democratic Republic of the Congo
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Rev. Bethany McLemore

Baptist

Licensed Professional Counselor & Christian
Educator

USA

Kaye McSpadden

Unitarian Universalist

President, Indiana Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice

USA

Sindi Medar-Gould

Executive Director

BAOBAB for Women's Human Rights
Nigeria

Prof. Pilar de Miguel
Tedloga catolica
Bilbao

Spain

Rev. Barbara Eaton Molfese

Unitarian Universalist

Chaplain, Boulder Valley Women’s Health Center
USA

Pauline Muchina, Ph.D.

Anglican Church

Member, Circle of Concerned African Women
Theologians

Kenya, resident in USA

Dr. Iris Muller

Roman Catholic

Theologian, Priest and Author
Germany

Michele Najlis

Roman Catholic

Director, Theology Department
Centro Ecuménico Antonio Valdivieso
Nicaragua

Marysa Navarro Aranguren, Ph.D.

Roman Catholic

Charles Collis Professor of History, Dartmouth
College

Chair, Board of Directors, Catholics for a Free
Choice

USA

Rev. Fr. Gustavo Ernesto Navarro Giménez
Missionary Priest

San Santiago parish

Instituto Maria Rosa Mystica

Sacerdotes Carismaticos Misioneros
Argentina

Noland L. Noll

Lutheran (ELCA)

Secretary, Lutherans Concerned/Tuscon
Engineer

USA

Eunice Barbara C. Novio
Roman Catholic
Writer/Feminist
Philippines

Saida Nusseibeh

Muslim

Vice-President, Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP)
Jordan

Pastor Lisandro Orlov

United Lutheran Evangelical Church in Argentina
and Uruguay

Pastoral Coordinator, HIV/AIDS Ecumenical
Argentina

Rev. Mark R. Pawlowski

Presbyterian Church USA

CEOQ, Planned Parenthood of C. Michigan
USA

Dr. Richard Picker

Roman Catholic

Married priest, Psychotherapist, Author, Columnist
Austria

Margarita Pintos de Cea-Naharro
Roman Catholic

Professor of Religion, Deutsche Schule
Spain

Jorge Pixley

Baptist

Pilgrim Place and Retired from the Seminario
Teol6gico Bautista (Nicaragua)

USA

Rabbi Sally J. Priesand
Monmouth Reform Temple
USA
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Dr. Tavivat Puntarigvivat

Buddhist

Director, Institute of Research and Development
The World Buddhist University

Thailand

Frank J. Pycroft
Roman Catholic
UK

Donna Quinn

Roman Catholic

National Coalition of American Nuns
USA

Dr. Ida Raming

Roman Catholic

Priest, Theologian and Author
Germany

Tobias Raschke

Roman Catholic

We Are Church-Youth president
Germany

Rev. Dr. George F. Regas

Episcopal Church

Rector Emeritus, All Saints Church of Pasadena
USA

Rev. Meg Riley

Unitarian Universalist

Director, Advocacy and Witness Programs
USA

Rosemary Radford Ruether, Ph.D.

Roman Catholic

Professor of Theology, Pacific School of Religion
USA

Koldo Rodriguez C.S.V.

Roman Catholic

Religion teacher, Public High School of Sestao
Spain

Maria José Rosado Nunes

Roman Catholic

Professor of Sociology, Pontificia Universidade
Catélica of Sao Paulo, Brazil

Director, Catolicas pelo Direito de Decidir no Brasil

Brazil

Rev. Margaret Rose

Episcopal Church

Director for Women's Ministries
USA

Maria Eugenia Rueda Sabater
Roman Catholic

Theologian

Spain

Rev. Evg. Prince Isaac J. Russ

Protestant

Founder and President, African Missionary
Foundation

Ghana

Gotzone Sagardui

Roman Catholic

Arnasatu, Universidad del Pais Vasco
Spain

Ulla Sandbaek

Lutheran Minister

Former Member of the European Parliament
Denmark

Prof. Suwanna Satha-Anand, Ph.D.
Buddhist

Chulalongkorn University
Thailand

M. Immaculada Saula i Sald
Roman Catholic

Col-lectiu de Dones en I'Església
Spain

Rev. Armin L. Schmidt

United Church of Christ

Retired Executive Director, Council for American
Indian Ministry

USA

César Sequera Nufiez

Ecumenical Christian

Deacon, Iglesia de la Comunidad Metropolitana
Nuevos Gentiles

Caracas, Venezuela

Leah Shakdiel

Jewish (Orthodox)

The Religious Peace Movement
Israel

Arvind Sharma, Ph.D., M.Th.

Hindu

Birks Professor of Comparative Religion
McGill University

Canada
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Paul H. Sherry, Ph.D.

United Church of Christ

Immediate past president, United Church of Christ
USA

Manuela Silva
Roman Catholic
University professor
USA

Rev. William Sinkford
President, Unitarian Universalist Association
USA

Maria Helena Souza da Silva

Humanist

Parliamentary Aide, Bahia state legislature
Brazil

Juan José Tamayo Acosta

Roman Catholic

Director-Chair of Religion, Universidad Carlos 111
Spain

Emilie M. Townes

American Baptist Churches USA

Carolyn Williams Beaird Professor of Christian
Ethics

Union Theological Seminary

USA

Coca Trillini

Roman Catholic

Feminist Theologian and Coordinator, Cat6licas por
el Derecho a Decidir Argentina

Argentina

Jean Trudeau
Roman Catholic
Réseau Culture et foi
Canada

Ven. Karma Lekshe Tsomo, Ph.D.

Buddhist

President, Sakyadhita: International Association of
Buddhist Women

Assistant Professor, Theology and Religious Studies
University of San Diego

USA

John Udelhofen

Treasurer, International Committee for the Peace
Council

USA

Mairin Valdez
Catholic Women’s Network
United Kingdom

Dr. Lonnie Valentine

Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)
Professor of Peace & Justice Studies
Earlham School of Religion

USA

Didier Vanhoutte

Roman Catholic

Chair, Fédération Réseaux du Parvis
France

Rev. Carlton Veazey, M.A.

Baptist

Executive Director, Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice

USA

Ana Vicente

Roman Catholic
Researcher and Author
Portugal

Stephanie Victor

Jewish

Vice President of Public Affairs

National Council of Jewish Women, Chicago North
Shore Section

USA

Rev. C. Joshua Villines

The Alliance of Baptists/UCC

Associate Pastor

The Virginia-Highland Church (Baptist/UCC)
USA

Louise Volintine

Unitarian Universalist Church
Co-Chair, Social Action Council
USA

Gretta Vosper

United Church

Chair, Canadian Centre for Progressive Christianity
Canada

Elisabeth Denby Wilkes
Roman Catholic
Demain I'Eglise

France
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James E. Winkler

General Secretary

United Methodist Church General Board of Church
& Society

USA

Lala Winkley

Roman Catholic

Catholic Women's Ordination Movement
United Kingdom

Sara Winkowski

Jewish

President of the International Council of Jewish
Women

Uruguay

Isaac Wist

Roman Catholic

Former Chairperson

International Movement We Are Church
The Netherlands
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